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The Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters – MBC
was officially invited to participate in the 13th European Burns As-
sociation Congress in Lausanne, Switzerland from 2-5 September
2009. MBC was represented by its Honorary President, President,
General Secretary, MBC Scientific Coordinator, and Burnet Admin-
istrator. Several MBC members were also present.

In addition to participation in various scientific sessions, a spe-
cial MBC session was organized during which several topics were
presented, in particular the Burnet Project. MBC was also invited to
participate in a special Round Table about communication in Europe
during burn mass casualty together with EBA officials and repre-
sentatives of the Swiss Army, initiator of the Swiss Burn Plan. Pos-
sibilities of collaboration between the Swiss Burn Plan and Burnet
were discussed.

MBC was also exceptionally invited to participate in the EBA
General Assembly. A special MBC brochure about Burnet was dis-
tributed to all participants. Prof. Michele Masellis expounded MBCs

activities to the assembly and offered to extend the Burnet Project
to all EBA members in the context of a Euro-Mediterranean coop-
eration plan for burn injuries and fire disasters. This offer was very
well received by the EBA executive committee and was highly praised
by Prof. Mette Berger, congress chairman. The assembly voted unan-
imously to accept it. Moreover, EBA was invited to contribute to
Annals of Burns and Fire Disasters.

The 13th European Burns Association Congress in Lausanne
was the first comprehensive official contact between EBA and MBC.
This contact was undertaken in an extremely positive context of mu-
tual cooperation and respect and was highly appreciated by all, lay-
ing the basis for a wider Euro-Mediterranean collaboration that will
be strengthened further during the 16th MBC biennial congress, which
EBA has been invited to participate in Istanbul on 31 March-3 April
2010.
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The Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters – MBC
was officially invited to participate in the 11th European Society of
Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery Congress in Rhodes,
Greece from 20-26 September 2009. MBC was represented by its
Honorary President, President, General Secretary, MBC Scientific
Coordinator, and Burnet Administrator. MBC scientific coordinator
was also present as well as several MBC members.

In addition to participation in various scientific sessions, a spe-
cial MBC Master Course was organized about Evolving Concepts of
Burn Wound Management: Topical Treatment, Cutaneous Restora-
tion, and Burn Wound Healing.

MBC was also invited to participate in a special Round Table
discussion about Humanitarian Surgery organized by SHARE (Sur-
geons’ Humanitarian Aid Resource Europe).

In addition to a comprehensive and extensive scientific pro-
gramme, a stimulating and attractive social programme was also or-
ganized which included a day cruise to the island of Kos, the birth
place of Hippocrates, with a guided tour of the Asclepeion and the
Hippocratic Oath ceremony show. 

The 11th ESPRAS Congress in Lausanne was the first com-
prehensive official contact between ESPRAS and MBC. This con-
tact was undertaken in an extremely positive context of mutual co-
operation and respect and was highly appreciated by all, laying the
basis for a wider Euro-Mediterranean collaboration that will be
strengthened further by the active involvement of MBC with SHARE
in all humanitarian activities related to burns and fire disasters.

B. Atiyeh, MD, FACS
MBC General Secretary
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Hippocratic oath ceremony.


