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The Euro-Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters
(MBC) was invited to participate at the 4th Hong Kong International
Burns and Wound Healing symposium and the Surgical Plastic Sur-
gery Master Class on May 18-19, 2013 at Prince of Wales Hospi-
tal, Chinese University of Hong Kong. MBC was represented by B.
Atiyeh (MBC President) and (M. Rizk, Course Director of Aescu-
lap Academy and Anesthesiologist at the American University of
Beirut, Lebanon). Unfortunately, M. Costagliola, MBC Scientific Co-
ordinator, could not participate due to health reasons. 

The first day was dedicated to prevention and management of
burn injuries. In addition to local faculty, international faculty in-
cluded R. Ahuja, ISBI President Elect, and N. Bhatacharya, Head
department of Regenerative Medicine and Translational Science, Cal-
cutta, India. R. Ahuja gave a presentation about epidemiology of
burns and wounds in India with its associated challenges as related
to other developing countries. For his part, N. Bhatacharya present-
ed an optimistic and futuristic perspective for fetal tissues applica-
tion in wound healing in particular in the management of acute burn
injuries. M. Rizk drew the attention to an under-diagnosed entity in
the treatment of burn related pain namely the complex regional pain
syndrome, CRPS. Recognition of this syndrome could have major
implications in managing burn patients not only with regards to pain
control and rehabilitation but probably in improving healing. B.
Atiyeh in his presentation about the recent Kiss Nightclub fire dis-
aster in Santa Maria, Brazil, which has resulted in a large number
of casualties and fatalities, stressed the importance of applying les-
sons learned from previous disasters for the prevention of similar
disasters in the future. Unfortunately, lessons are quickly forgotten
and prevention measures remain lacking universally. A. Burd, Sym-
posium President, organized a session about the management of burn
related problems usually neglected and considered to have second-
ary importance such as procedural pain, itch, malodor, pigmentation
disturbances and introduced the importance of camouflage medical
makeup. He presented also Ms. L. Lo, a Hong Kong artist who
demonstrated her skills in simulating various types of wounds using
make up techniques for teaching purposes. A session about training

nurses was also organized stressing their impact on the management
of complicated wounds in the community. 

The second day of the conference was organized as a surgical
master class in plastic and reconstructive surgery. M. Larson, the
Netherlands, presented an aglorythm about reconstruction of com-
plex wounds. E. Law elaborated on the various emergency surgical
procedures applicable to seriously burned victims. A. Burd stressed
his experience with dermal regeneration template (Integra) for the
coverage of skin defects. M. Rizk highlighted the underestimated
risks of local anesthesia in plastic surgery and discussed modalities
to avoid and reverse such complications B. Atiyeh, for his part, pre-
sented innovative techniques in breast reduction and reconstruction
as well as in facial rejuvenation and in lower body lifting following
massive weight loss.

In addition to the well organized scientific program, the hospi-
tality of the organizers made the stay of participants in Hong Kong
and enjoyable and memorable experience.
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Fig. 1 - From left to right: B. Atiyeh, A. Burr, M. Rizk.

Fig. 2 - Group picture.


