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After MBC’s invited participation at EBA Congresses in Lau-
sanne, Switzerland, in 2009, and den Hague, the Netherlands, in 2011,
and the participation of EBA at MBC Congresses in Istanbul, Turkey,
in 2010, and in Palermo, Italy, in 2012, a special MBC 2-hour ses-
sion was organized during the 15th EBA Congress in Vienna, Aus-
tria, 28-31 August, 2013. The Congress itself was very successful,
bringing together more than 700 participants from 67 countries of all
continents. The MBC session was organized well in advance, by MBC
President, Prof. B. Atiyeh who, in accordance with the MBC mis-
sion, chose interesting actual topics to be discussed. He also sug-
gested 5 invited speakers to give their presentations and to partici-
pate in the subsequent panel-discussion. Chairmen of the session were
Prof. Bishara Atiyeh, Lebanon and Dr. Maurizio Stella, Italy. 

The first speaker was Dr. Naiem Moiemen of Birmingham, UK,
who described the socio-economic problems related to occurrence of
burn injuries over the World. It is clearly documented that almost
90 % of burns happen in developing and low- and middle-income
countries (Africa, South-East Asia). In those regions lethality of burns
injuries is extremely high as well. Nevertheless, during fire- and
burns-disaster situations, even the economically strongest countries
would have many problems in dealing with overloads of victims.
The international cross-boarder assistance and co-operation is ab-
solutely necessary in those circumstances. The MBC as well as EBA
orient their activities also to these directions.

Prof. Leo Klein of Hradec Králové, Czech Republic, presented
the Czech original project called “Medevac“ devoted to delivery of
humanitarian assistance to civilian populations in times of crisis. The
need for well organized inter-agency co-ordination and co-operation

at governmental level was stressed. Thanks to this project, more than
160 patients, predominantly children, have been treated  (mostly sur-
gical therapy) in Prague. 

Complementary to this topic, Prof. Marija Trop of Graz, Aus-
tria, presented experience of the pediatric burns unit in Graz Uni-
versity Hospital with treatment of pediatric burns-patients from Iraq.
Many organizational problems in the entire process were highlight-
ed including transportation and co-ordination with the admission hos-
pital. Very important aspects of follow-up treatment (long-term
checks, reconstructive surgery needs, rehabilitation care in home-
country etc.) were also stressed. Moreover, several political issues
were encountered as well as many problems with family-members
of pediattric patients.

Dr. Maurizio Stella of Torino, Italy, analyzed the situation re-
lated to caustic burns as assault injuries. These kinds of injuries are,
again, regionally, socio-economically and also religion-related.
Among all the burns-patients in Torino, caustic burns represented 2.4
% (including patients brought from abroad – e.g. Morocco). On the
other hand, in some low- and middle-income countries, these burns
represent up to 10.7 %. Preventive measures stressing education
should be taken.

Dr. Amen Allah Messadi of Tunis, Tunisia, described a new,
very dramatic social phenomenon in his country – self-immolation
(SI). This act, performed mostly by young individuals became part
of the “Arab Spring“. After the politically motivated self-immola-
tion of Bou Azizi on December 17, 2010, this kind of burn started
a real epidemic in Tunisia. Before the event, the burns centre in Tu-
nis registered 13 patients (8 %) with SI over a couple of years; af-
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Speakers and panelists of the MBC session (from the left to the right):  Dr. Naiem Moiemen, Prof. Leo Klein, Dr. Amen Messadi, Prof. Mar-
ija Trop, Dr. Maurizio Stella, Prof. Bishara Atiyeh. (Photography by Táňa Malá)
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On Friday, August 30, 2013, an important meeting for both the
European Burns Association (EBA) and the Euro-Mediterranean
Council for Burns and Fire Disasters (MBC), took place during the
15th EBA international congress in Vienna, Austria. Representatives
of these medical associations, members of the executive committees,
led by Presidents of the organizations, met in order to discuss pos-
sibilities of next bilateral co-operation. The main subject was an
MBC suggestion to offer the official MBC journal “Annals of Burns
and Fire Disasters“ (ISSN 1592 - 9558) to become an official EBA
publication platform as well. The question of having an own EBA
journal has been ongoing among the EBA Executive Committee (EC)
members for the last few years. After a profound analysis and con-
siderations of different options, the EBA EC agreed to consider “An-
nals of Burns and Fire Disasters“ as its official publication as well.
The journal has been published quarterly for 26 years already and

is being sent to countries in all continents. It is listed in PubMed
and SCOPUS data-bases, has an open free access to on-line version,
and has a realistic ambition to achieve an impact factor in a very
near future. As the next step, subsequent to this primary agreement,
written documents defining all technical aspects of the mutual shar-
ing of the journal will be prepared and discussed among both Ex-
ecutive Committees with the common understanding that the journal
will remain the property of MBC alone . The expected signatures of
common documents by both Presidents will conclude this important
process. All participants of the meeting acknowledged a special, tru-
ly historical moment within the European and Mediterrannean burns
care development. 

Prof. Leo Klein, MD., Ph.D.
EBA Executive Committee member

Czech Republic

REPORT: IMPORTANT STEP AHEAD IN MUTUAL CO-OPERATION BETWEEN MBC AND EBA

ter this incident, SI incidence rose to 70 patients per year (34 % of
total burn admissions). Only in 2013, up till the 23rd August, 83 pa-
tients with SI have been admitted already. This phenomenon, a new
kind of disaster for burns care facilities, became a real problem giv-
en the 50 % lethality and over-load of hospitals.

Prof. Bishara Atiyeh of Beirut, Lebanon, analyzed one of the
recent fire and burns disasters, which happened in Kiss Night Club
in Santa Maria city, Brazil. Using this event as an example, and pre-
senting some similar other disasters from the past, he made some
general conclusions valid to burns disaster situations stressing that
lessons learned from past disasters are rapidly forgotten. This be-
came then a good starting point for the subsequent panel discussion

with  the audience. 
The discussion chaired by Prof. Atiyeh dealt with measures to

be taken before, during and after interventions in burns disasters. The
aspects of readiness, planing , education and training were stressed.
At the same time, the economic as well as political problems not
separable from this topic were mentioned.

The MBC session within the 15th EBA Congress was very well
received by the audience, and has met its preliminary stated goals.
It demonstrated also permanently growing close ties between MBC
and EBA. 

Prof. Leo Klein, MD., Ph.D.
Czech Republic 

After the conclusion of the agreement between MBC and EBA. (from the left to the right): Peter Vogt, Gerard Beerthuizen, Bishara Atiyeh,
Juan Pedro Barret Nerin, Amen Allah Messadi,  and (standing) Maurizio Stella. (Photography by Leo Klein)


