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Editorial
Since it was first published 30 years ago, the Annals of Burns and Fire

Disasters – ABFD (then Annals of Burns) have maintained the spirit and
the vision of the Euro-Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters
– MBC (initially named the Mediterranean Burns Club). The Journal has
embodied MBC goals, namely to promote burns awareness in all the Me-
diterranean region and raise burns care standards wherever needed.

Thanks to the dedication and voluntary efforts of its editors, the Jour-
nal has grown rapidly and has increased its scientific merit as well as its
reach. By encouraging authors from low and middle-income countries
– LMICs to enrich the scientific literature with their experience, the Jour-
nal has opened the door wide open to colleagues caring for the over-
whelming majority of burn injuries, who otherwise had little
opportunities to share their knowledge with others.

Lately the Journal became the official publication of the European
Burns Association – EBA as well as the Société Française de Brûlologie
– SFB. As of January 2017, it will be also the official publication of So-
cietà Italiana Ustioni – SIUst. The Journal has thus become an unavoi-
dable link bridging the gap between High Income Countries – HICs and
LMICs. At the same time it has provided French speaking authors with
an international forum to express and exchange ideas. Currently ABFD
is indexed in PubMed and Scopus. The Journal’s impact factor has been
increasing steadily as evidenced by the reports of SJR – Scimago Journal
and Country Rank (www.scimagojr.com). Application to obtain Thom-
son Reuters impact factor has been recently made.

Throughout this path, the editors of the Journal are keen to improve
its standard while keeping it freely available to all. Moreover, for ma-
nuscripts to be judged solely on their scientific merit and not on the qua-
lity of the written text, all accepted manuscripts are subjected to text
editing at a minimal cost to authors.
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Unfortunately, due to the current economic crisis, financial support
to the Journal has decreased. Combined with increasing editing, printing,
and mailing costs, this has increased the challenges the Journal must
face to maintain its free access policy and goals and to secure its sustai-
nability.

As much as it is critical to be financially sustainable, the Journal’s
identity and vocation as established by MBC 30 years ago must be ab-
solutely preserved. In that regard, it is obvious that maintaining ABFD
independence as a Scientific Journal owned, edited, and published by
MBC is more than necessary. With that in mind, applying double stan-
dard text editing fees to manuscripts submitted from HICs and LMICs
seems the most reasonable approach. The International Confederation
of Plastic and Reconstructive Aesthetic Surgery  – IPRAS has applied
double standard membership fees for decades. More recently the Inter-
national Confederation of Plastic Surgery Societies – ICOPLAST has
applied a similar membership fee policy.

As of January 1st, 2017, the text editing fee for submitted manu-
scripts by authors from HICs and accepted after this date will be 300 €.
Text editing for manuscripts submitted by authors from LMICs remains
unchanged. Provisions made for French manuscripts submitted by mem-
bers of SFB remain unchanged as well.

Dear Authors and Readers, the Journal is yours and it is the duty of
the editors to preserve its spirit and keep it freely accessible to all. We
count on the understanding, solidarity, and generosity of colleagues from
HICs and hope that they will not hesitate to lend their hand so that to-
gether we maintain the Annals of Burns and Fire Disasters as they were
and as they should remain.

B. Atiyeh
President, MBC


