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SIUST REPORT

The 24th Congress of the Italian Burns Society and the 22nd Congress of the MBC (The Euro-
Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters) took place in Viareggio from 4th to 6th May 2023.
The progress achieved in the field of resuscitation, in the local and surgical treatment of burns, the availability
of new dressings and biomaterials, immunonutrition and the treatment of scars were discussed. The aspects
relating to nursing and physiotherapy management in all phases of burn disease were also explored. The
main theme of the Congress concerned the organization of relief in the case of major emergencies with
many burnt victims. Experience has shown us how important it is to be ready to react to this type of accident
with adequate and effective assistance. In these circumstances, in fact, excitement and dismay prevail even
in the rescuers, and if you are not prepared and organized enough, you risk only causing confusion, slowing
down the efficiency of the rescue. For this reason, for some years SiUst has begun to analyze the aspects
relating to this particular type of rescue, considering that in Italy there is no specific and updated intervention
plan for maxi-emergencies with burns in line with the provisions of European directives. Officials from the
Ministry of Health, Civil Protection, representatives of B.A.R.D.A. (Biomedical Advance Research
Authority), H.E.R.A. (Health Emergency Response Authority), the UCPM (European Civil Protection
Mechanism) and the European Association of Burns (EBA) took part in the Congress. On this occasion, our
proposal for “Recommendations for a national plan for MBCI”” was made official, an initiative that was also
appreciated with interest by many colleagues from foreign Burn Centers who we hosted for a broader
European sharing program on major emergencies. The entire morning of 6th May was dedicated to the Euro-
Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters. The sessions were led by Prof. Michele Masellis,
President Bechara Atiyeh and Dr. Ronan Le Floch. The management of the burn patient in the acute phase
and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of scars were discussed. There was good participation from
colleagues and the scientific input of the reports was highly appreciated. They were three days of intense
work, which it is hoped will have positive effects for the treatment of burn patients and, more generally, for
the safety of the entire population.

A warm greeting

President of the SiUst Congress
Dott. Antonio Di Lonardo
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