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MBC REPORT

Prof. Bishara Atiyeh
President
Euro-Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters

The Hague, 09 June 2026
Dear Prof. Atiyeh,

It has been two years since the first World Burns Week was born out of the collaboration of 11 leading
international burn associations and organisations involved in global burns. Our aim was to create an
annual, week-long global campaign to raise awareness, advocate for equity, and drive change.

Burns are a ‘forgotten global health crisis’ (WHO), disproportionately affecting the poorest in society,
in regions where resources and the skills to manage them appropriately, are limited. Only concerted
effort can change this.

Following two impactful editions in 2024 and 2025 that have reached all continents, planning for
World Burns Week 2026 (2-8 November) is currently underway.

To amplify the impact of the World Burns Week campaign, we kindly invite all steering committee
organisations to include World Burns Week (always in the first full week of November) in their

calendar and communication strategy.

The World Burns Week steering committee would like to express its gratitude for the continued
support of the MBC. We look forward to continuing our collaboration in this shared endeavour.

In the appendix, we provide a summary of our previous activities and share our plans for the coming
year (see attached document). Please do not hesitate to reach out with any comments or
suggestions.

Thank you and kind regards,

Dr. David R Schieffelers, PhD
Chair
World Burns Week Steering Committee

Appendix: Summary of activities
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Summary of Activities

Launch

In 2023/2024, 8 international burn associations and 3 leading NGOs formed the steering committee;
the first time that such organisations, representing burn care, public health, advocacy, and survivor
support, sat together at one table to create a shared vision and mission:

Vision: A world where burns are prevented, and access to timely and effective care is
equitable - regardless of location, income, gender, age, or ability.

Mission: To raise awareness about burns as a global health priority; advocate for equity in
burn prevention, care and survivorship; and promote international collaboration to reduce
the burden of burns in low- and middle-income settings.

Organisations represented on the steering committee:
= Asia Pacific Burn Association (APBA), represented by Prof. Dr. Vinita Puri
= American Burn Association (ABA), represented by Maureen Kiley
= Australian & New Zealand Burn Association (ANZBA), represented by Siobhan Connolly
= Euro-Mediterranean Council for Burns and Fire Disasters (MBC), represented by Dr. Ronan Le Floch
= European Burns Association (EBA), represented by Prof. Dr. Mamta Shah (Co-Chair)
= Federacién Latinoamericana de Quemaduras (FELAQ), represented by Dr. Orlando Flores
» International Society for Burn Injuries (ISBI), represented by Michael Serghiou
= Pan African Burn Society (PABS), represented by Dr. Ethel Andrews
»  Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors, represented by Amy Acton
= Interburns, represented by Lucy Kynge
= G4 Alliance Burns Working Group: Dr. David R Schieffelers (Co-Chair), Natalie Sheneman, Leslie
Long, Dr. Rachel L Weber

World Burns Week 2024

The theme of the inaugural edition was ‘Burns: Tackling the Hidden Global Health Crisis’,
highlighting the extent and impact of the global burden of burns and discussing key themes and ways
forward.

The message was delivered across all continents through:
1) Daily webinars on the following themes: The Current State, Hidden Costs, Common
Responsibility, Solutions, Commitments
2) Local activities organised by endorsing partners including awareness campaigns,
fundraising events, educational activities, community outreach, school programmes, survivor
storytelling, and media interviews
3) Use of social media and focused campaigns in the lead up to the week.

Our activities included organising the launch event, curating the webinar programme, and

implementing a communication strategy to share the message of World Burns Week through
endorsing partners.
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